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APPENDIX B
Research Methodology

Preparation of this assessment of principles involved a review of current principles, definitions, and
standards, and has been informed by stakeholder consultations conducted through ten stakeholder
interviews, representing business, civil societies, carbon project developers, carbon credit verifiers,
and purchasers across four countries. Each of the relevant works consulted were reviewed with
respect to two sources: the “What Makes a High-Quality Carbon Credit” report by World Wildlife
Foundation, Environmental Defense Fund, and the Oko-Institute, and “An appeal for a code of
conduct for marine conservation” (Bennett et al. 2017) to conduct a gap analysis. Additional
standards and principles were mapped against the criteria presented in these two reports to
determine main consensus points, draw out important themes, and reveal gaps that need to be
addressed. This exercise provided a framework to identify areas of alignment across various actors
in the carbon market and revealed opportunities to incorporate knowledge about marine
conservation principles to present a holistic vision for blue carbon.
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